Buckingham Cattlemen’s Association Bred Heifer Sale Requirements
and Virginia Premium Assured Plus level bred heifer requirements
BUCKINGHAM CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION REQUIREMENTS

BCA heifer consignors must:

· Consignor must be a member of the BCA for a minimum of 3 years 
· Consignor must participate in an AI program for a minimum of 2 years prior to selling
· Consignor must participate in the Veterinary checks provided by the BCA for 2 years prior to selling
· A minimum of two bred heifers to consign
· New Consignors are restricted to a maximum of 10 bred heifers
· Cannot exceed 20 bred heifers per consignor
· Consignor must continue to sell yearly.  If a consignor refrains from selling one or more years, they will need to be approved by the marketing committee before selling again

· Heifer Sale consignors are encouraged to market feeder calves though the BCA feeder calf sale.

BCA sale animals:

· Bred sale animals’ embryos must be fetal sexed
· All sale animals will meet a standard for docility determined by the marketing comm.
VAPAH

PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS

Age – 

Stated birth date with projected age at calving being:

22 to 26 months of age (Spring calving heifers)
22-26 months of age (Fall calving heifers).

Frame size – All heifers must be frame score 4.5-6.5.

Structure – All heifers must be deemed structurally correct by the local VA Premium Assured Heifer Committee which includes the local Animal Science Extension Agent.

Muscling – All heifers must possess adequate muscling without being extreme. Muscling score 2.50 to 1.0 (upper half of 2 muscling and better).
Body condition score – All heifers must be BCS 5 to 7  (1=emaciated; 9=obese).

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS

Vaccinations - All vaccinations given in accordance to label directions including booster if required.
· Brucellosis vaccination by 12 months of age.

· IBR-PI3, BRSV, BVD (type 1 & 2 – MLV w/Fetal Protection)
· 7-way clostridial.

· 5-way leptospirosis (2 doses for bred heifers).

Parasite controls 

· Fall sales – Endecticide within 60 days and before November 1.

· Spring sales - Endecticide within 30 days and after February 1.

· Endecticides are products that control both internal and external parasites.

Defects

· Heifers with bad eyes, horns, rat-tails, or bobtails may not be accepted at the digression of the VAPAH committee. 

· Any lame animals will not be accepted.

Tests 

· Tested negative for BVD-PI and Anaplasmosis.
· All service sires must be BVD-PI negative.
· No Brucellosis tests required as heifers are vaccinated for Brucellosis by 12 months of age.

· TB testing (optional), but must conform to interstate health requirements.

· Tested negative for Anaplasmosis within 60 days of sale.—NOT REQUIRED FOR 2019
GENETIC REQUIREMENTS

Breeds – Any breed or breed combinations are eligible, but breeds must be specified.

Service sires - must be identified.
· Minimum EPD requirements (based on birth year of bull).
· All service sires must be in the best 40% for birth weight (BW) Table 1 and breed average for WW and YW Table 2.  No requirement for milk EPD, but milk EPD must be listed. 

Pelvic area – All heifers must have a yearling pelvic area of 150 cm2 or greater at prebreeding examination or a pelvic area of 180 cm2 or greater at pregnancy examination.  Heifers not meeting this requirement may not be sold as VAPAH.  Pelvic areas need to be reported but will not be listed in the sale catalogue.

Pregnant guarantee - All heifers will be guaranteed pregnant on sale day.  If a heifer sold as pregnant is proven open by a veterinarian within 30 days of the sale, the consignor will replace the heifer or refund the sale price of the heifer and take possession of the heifer.

Certification requirements – In order to be tagged and sold as VAPAH, heifers and data need to be certified by the Animal Science Extension Agent or Beef Specialist.




Table 1.   Service Sire - Minimum EPDs for VAPAH

Service Sires for Commercial Heifers


Service Sires for Purebred Heifers (bred to bulls of their breed- top 40th percentile within breed)



(top 40th percentile Angus equivalent)
	Breed
	Angus
	Red Angus

	CE EPD
	+7
	+7

	BW EPD
	+1.3
	-2.8


	Breed
	Angus
	Charolais
	Gelbvieh
	Hereford
	Red Angus
	Simmental

	CE EPD
	+7
	+4.3
	+9
	+1.6
	+7
	+9.9

	BW EPD
	+ 1.3
	+0.3
	+1.0
	+3.0
	-2.3
	+1.5


Table 2. Minimum EPD levels for Premium Assured and Assured Plus Certification (Service Sire YW and
               Sire of Heifer YW and Milk)
	
	Minimum Yearling Weight EPDa
Bull Birth Year (Fall-Spring)
	Minimum Milk EPD

	
	Current VQA

(adopted 2013)
	2006-07 Through 2013

(old VQA)
	All Years

	Angus
	+77
	72
	12

	Gelbvieh (PB)
	+82
	73/89**
	17

	Gelbvieh Balancer
	+87
	72/88**
	

	Hereford
	+69
	64
	7

	Red Angus
	+70
	54/75**
	9

	Simmental (PB )
	+83
	53/88**
	7

	Simmental Hybrid
	+79
	53/88**
	


aMinimum EPD is breed average for all breeds except Charolais and Simmental (top 70th percentile)
**Simmental and Red Angus base change Fall 2012, Gelbvieh base change Spring 2013- first EPD applies to EPDs published prior to base change, second EPD applies to current value.
Sire of heifer must be identified and meet minimum EPD requirements (based on birth year of bull). British X British or straightbred British heifers. Sire must be in the top 50% for YW (Table 2). Continental, Continental X Continental or Continental X British heifers - Sire must be in the top 70% of the breed for YW.
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Photo 1: BCS 1. Emaciated with muscle atrophy and no detectable fat. Tail head and ribs project predominantly. Animal physically weak.
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Photo 2: BCS 2. Poor condition with muscle atrophy and no detectable fat. Tail head and ribs prominent.
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Photo 3: BCS 3. Thin condition. Slight muscle atrophy. All ribs visible. Very little detectable fat.
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Photo 4: BCS 4. Borderline condition. Outline of spine slightly visible. Outline of 3 to 5 ribs visible. Some fat over ribs and hips.
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Photo 5: BCS 5. Moderate, good overall appearance. Outline of spine no longer visible. Outline of 1-2 ribs visible. Fat over hips but still visible.
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Photo 6: BCS 6. High moderate condition. Ribs and spine no longer visible. Pressure applied to feel bone structure. Some fat in brisket and flanks.
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Photo 7: BCS 7. Good, fleshy appearance. Hips slightly visible but ribs and spine not visible. Fat in brisket and flanks with slight udder and tail head fat.
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Photo 8: BCS 8. Fat, fleshy and overconditioned. Bone structure not visible. Large patchy fat deposits over ribs, around tail head and brisket.
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Photo 9: BCS 9. Extremely fat, wasty and patchy. Mobility possibly impaired. Bone structure not visible. Extreme fat deposits over ribs, around tail head and brisket.

 


